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ETTORE SOTTSASS

Ettore Sottsass was born at Innsbruck, Austria, in 1917. He graduated in architecture at the Turin Polytechnic in 1939.

In 1947 he opened his own practice in Milan, where he worked on architecture and design projects.

Alongside his architectural and design activity he developed his cultural pursuits. Ettore Sottsass has taken part in various 

Milan Triennales, and exhibited in group and solo shows in Italy and abroad. He is recognized for his international role in 

the renewal of design in the years leading up to the Second World War and in those that followed immediately after it. 

In 1958 he began his collaboration with Olivetti as a design consultant. Among other things he designed, in 1959, the 

first Italian electronic calculator, and subsequently a number of peripherals and calculating systems and typewriters such as 

Praxis, Tekne, Editor and Valentine, the last of which is now part of the permanent collection in the Museum of Modern Art 

in New York.

After a long lecture tour of British universities, in 1976 he received an honorary degree from the Royal College of Art in 

London.

In 1981, with collaborators, friends and architects of international repute, he set up the Memphis group, which quickly 

became the symbol of ‘new design’ and a landmark for the contemporary artistic avant-gardes. In the same year he 

founded the Sottsass Associati partnership, with whom he has continued his career as an architect and designer.

There are works by Ettore Sottsass in the permanent collections of major museums worldwide: New York, Paris, Sydney, 

Denver, Stockholm, London, San Francisco, Toronto, Jerusalem, Barcelona, ...

Amongst the many honours that have been conferred to Sottsass are: the title of Officier of the Order of Arts and Letters of 

the French Republic in 1992, an honorary degree from the Rhode Island School of Design in the United States in 1993, 

the IF Award Design Kopfe from the Industrie Forum Design in Hanover in 1994, the title of Honorary Doctor of the Royal 

College of Art in London, and the Award Design from the Brooklyn Museum of New York in 1996, the Oribe Award from 

the town of Gifu in Japan in 1997, an honorary degree from the Glasgow School of Art in 1999, an honorary degree 

from the London Institute of Art, an honorary degree in Industrial Design from the Milan Polytechnic and the title of Grande 

Ufficiale per l’Ordine al Merito from the President of the Italian Republic in 2001. 
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